
Today I received from Mr. Hirohisa Yamanaka, Manager of 
Technological Research Section, JTS, the attached patent gazette 
which, as you will see, contains abstracts of nearly all, if not absolutely 
all, U. S. patents ever issued to P. M. As he states in his letter JTS 
has compiled this gazette to determine M the trend of technological 
developments in your corporation." 

The receipt of this gazette provokes an astounding thought. 
Presumably JTS has also done this for all major tobacco companies — 
Reynolds, Imperial, Rothmans, BAT, etc. Can future technological 
activities be predicted by analysis of patents ? I should guess so. Our 
present patent activity in fermentation processes may well foretell 
future technological applications. 

, • With this in mind I suggest we take a look at the possibility 

of this kind of forecasting from our own patent history before deciding 
to look at the portfolios of other companies. 
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